Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEGUCI 05658 032158Z 

20 

ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO CG-00 DOTE-OO EB-07 INR-07 SSO-OO 

/025 W 

119422 

R 031931Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5174 

UNCLAS TEGUCIGALPA 5658 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, HO (CASTANO-FERNANDEZ, FRANCISCO) 

SUBJECT: SEAMAN & SHIPPING: APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE BY DISTRESSED 

SEAMAN 

1 . FRANCISCO CASTANO-FERNANDEZ, A SPANISH NATIONAL, REQUESTED 
EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE CLAIMING TO HAVE BEEN SHIPWRECKED WHILE 
SERVING ON A US FLAG VESSEL. ACCORDING TO CASTANO HE LEFT MIAMI 
NOVEMBER 19 OR 20 AS A SEAMAN ON THE YACHT "WRIGHT BROS" OF MIAMI, 
OWNED AND CAPTAINED BY A NATURALIZED USC NAMED LUIS (LAST NAME 
UNKNOWN). THE CREW CONSISTED ONLY OF THE CAPTAIN, HIS USC WIFE, 

A HONDURAN SEAMAN AND HIMSELF. THE YACHT WAS DESTINED TO PANAMA TO 
LOAD LUMBER. 

2. ON NOVEMBER 23 THE YACHT ALLEGEDLY SANK IN THE STRAITS OF 
YUCATAN AND ALL ABOARD TOOK SAFELY TO THE LIFEBOAT. AFTER TWO 
DAYS THEY WERE PICKED UP BY A NICARAGUAN FREIGHTER AND LEFT AT 
ROATAN, BAY ISLANDS, HONDURAS FROM WHERE CASTANO CAME BY HIMSELF 

TO TEGUCIGALPA REQUESTING HELP FIRST FROM THE SPANISH EMBASSY AND THEN 
FROM 

U.S.; THE SPANISH TAKING THE VIEW THAT AS HE SAILED ON A U.S. 

FLAG VESSEL WE HAD THE RESPONSIBLILITY TO RETURN HIM TO MIAMI. 

3. NO OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE ALLEDGED WRECK HAS BEEN RECEIVED 
AND THE USC CAPTAIN, SUPPOSEDLY STILL ON ROATAN, HAS NOT 
CONTACTED THE EMBASSY. CONSOFF UNABLE VERIFY WHETHER VESSEL DID 
SINK, WHETHER VESSEL WAS U.S. DOCUMENTED, AND WHETHER CASTANO 
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BOARD TSS "CARNIVALE" OCTIBER 23, LEFT SHIP LOOKING FOR NEW 
BERTH AND WAS HIRED BY "LUIS", 1-94 IN HIS POSSESSION SHOWS 
INS ACTION OCTOBER 23 REQUIRING HIS DEPARTURE PRIOR OCTOBER 26 
ON YACHT "WRIGHT BROS”. CASTANO CLAIMS HE SIGNED OFF 
"CARNIVALE" BUT SIGNED NO WRITTEN ARTICLES WITH "WRIGHT BROS" 
AND DID NOT REPORT TO COAST GUARD OR US SHIPPING AGENT, ONLY 
INS. HE HAS NO COAST GUARD MERCHANT MARINE ID. CLAIMS 
SPANISH MARINER'S BOOK AND PREVIOUS DISCHARGES SANK WITH YACHT. 

4. EMBASSY HAS TAKEN INITIAL POSITION WITH CASTANO AND SPANISH 
EMBASSY THAT HE APPARENTLY NOT LEGALLY ENROLLED AS AMERICAN 
SEAMAN AND NOT SUBJECT TO OUR PROTECTION. HOWEVER, IN VIEW 
INEXPERIENCE HERE WITH SHIPPING AND SEAMEN MATTERS 
POST DESIRES DEPARMENT S ADVICE WHETHER WE DO HAVE ANY 
RESPONSIBLITY TO CASTANO UNDER 7 FAM 540. 

BECKER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TEGUCI05658 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760449-0431 
From: TEGUCIGALPA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 273/aaaaclgf. tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SCSE 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: wolfsd 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 MAY 2004 by hattaycs>; APPROVED <10 AUG 2004 by wolfsd> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SEAMAN & SHIPPING: APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE BY DISTRESSED SEAMAN 
TAGS: CGEN, HO, (CASTANO-FERNANDEZ, FRANCISCO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



